
A Heart Transformed By The Love of God
Christianity has to go beyond words on a piece of paper.  It can't just be nice, profound and poetic
words written in a book.  It can't just be a superior code of ethics.  And it can't just be a right
intellectual, theological perspective. It has to be a complete and radical change in an individual.
Touching the depths of the heart, and quenching the thirst of the soul. 

God Himself promises in the new covenant a change for all. No longer will He remember our sins
(the forgiveness of sin though Jesus Christ). Man shall Know God. For He will put His law (The Ten
Commandments) in their inward parts. He will write it in the heart.  Instead of just being on stone,
God will put it in the mind, and write it upon the table of our hearts. An intellectual perspective of
the truth applied to the heart. Jeremiah 31:33. But in the New Testament, the Apostles and others
received the Holy Spirit.   Paul speaks expressively of the Holy Spirit  as the Spirit of the law.  2
Corinthians 3:4-6.  Love is the fulfilment of both the law and the prophets, which is Jesus Christ.
Romans  13:8-10  and  Matthew 5:17-20.  Its  principle  is  elevated  within  the  heart,  raising  the
standard  of  righteousness  higher.  Living  in  fulfilment,  while  going  through  the  process  of
sanctification. Sanctification is the process of the purification of the heart. It is God's work in us.
It's  the  upward  trajectory where  we  look  more  and  more  like  Christ  each  day.  God's  love
supernaturally  empowers us  to live righteously according to His  word as  our  minds are being
spiritually  renewed.   No  more  is  the  individual  a  slave  to  sin,  but  a  slave  to  righteousness.
Experiencing  internal  freedom  that  transcends.  Experiencing  healing,  restoration  and  deep
satisfaction. 

The love of God is then, more than knowledge. It's the assurance of God's love, which surpasses
knowledge. His love is shed abroad through the Holy Spirit in the heart. This is an experience.
Where we have this blessed assurance of the hope of salvation. Ephesians 3:19 and Romans 5:5.
The experience is to affirm what is known according to His word. He wants us to experience His
love according to His word, so we can have, and live with the assurance of it in our hearts. This is
instant justification by faith in Jesus Christ, the reconciliation of God through His Son. A change of
heart because of the love of God. A change of heart is not just a change of view. It's an whole new,
different outlook on life. A change of desire, thought and impulse, reflecting the love of God in the
heart.  And  instantly  accompanied  with  an  experiencial relationship,  where  the  Spirit  bearest
witness with our spirit, that we are His children. Romans 8:16. 

The love of God is also clearly seen through those who truley have His Spirit. There's a genuine
love for the brethren, and strangers to the faith. They are not so critically minded of others, but
look beyond their idiosyncrasies, faults to minister unto their needs as Christ did. John 13:35. The
fruits of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit are joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness and temperance. Galatians 5:22-23. There's a full confidence and boldness with a sense
of  honest  humility because of  the love of  God.  Knowing the sovereign  king  and God  of  the
universe who is the creator of all things, loves you selflessly and unconditionally. Therefore, there
is no fear of death because of His love.  



How deep is this change?

Romans 3:21-22 provides  the answer.  "But now the righteousness of  God without  the law is
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22Even the righteousness of God which
is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe......"

Witness in Greek means martus.  Martus is martyr. The definition of witness implies within the
context, that which was witness by the law and the prophets is manifested without the law, and is
the righteousness of God. The righteousness of God is by the faith of Jesus Christ, which took Him
to the cross. It is to so intimately know God, you would rather die than to sacrifice your faith in
Him base on that intimacy. it's to have such a relationship with Him, that you would rather die than
to sin against Him, transgressing the commandments like Daniel in the lion's den. Steven was the
first to die. He was stoned to death shortly after his conversion, which was after the resurrection of
Christ.

The Apostles and early Church died for what they believed in:

• Peter was crucified upside down. "According to Christian tradition,  Peter  was crucified  in
Rome under Emperor Nero. It is traditionally held that he was crucified upside down at his
own request, since he saw himself unworthy to be crucified in the same way as Jesus."

Source: https://www.google.co.uk/search?
q=paul+was+beheaded&oq=paul+was+beheaded&aqs=chrome..69i57.8007j0j8&sourceid=
chrome&ie=UTF-8

• The Apostle Paul was beheaded by Nero."The Acts of  Paul,  an apocryphal work written
around  160,  describes  the  martyrdom  of  Paul.  According  to  the  Acts  of  Paul,  Nero
condemned  Paul  to death by decapitation. Tertullian in his Prescription Against Heretics
(200  AD)  writes  that  Paul  had  a  similar  death  to  that  of  John  the  Baptist,  who  was
beheaded "

Source: https://www.google.co.uk/search?
q=paul+was+beheaded&oq=paul+was+beheaded&aqs=chrome..69i57.8007j0j8&sourceid=
chrome&ie=UTF-8

• Christian were willing to be ripped apart by wild animals than go against their faith in Jesus.
Damnatio ad bestias  (Latin for "condemnation to beasts")  was a form of  Roman  capital
punishment in  which  the  condemned  person  was  killed  by  wild  animals.  This  form  of
execution, which first came to ancient Rome around the 2nd century BC, was part of the
wider class of blood sports called Bestiarii.

The act  of  damnatio ad bestias  was considered entertainment for  the  lower classes of
Rome. Killing by wild animals, such as  lions, formed part of the  inaugural games of the
Flavian Amphitheatre in 80 AD. Between the 1st and 3rd centuries AD, this penalty was also
applied to the worst criminals, runaway slaves, and Christians.

Source:https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damnatio_ad_bestias
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Even the  Protestant  Reformers  was  willing  to  die  for  what  they  believed.  The  Apostles,  early
Christians and Protestant Reformers had to know the reality of God's love, in order to completely
trust in Him. To have, and to live a fulfilled Christian lifestyle.

Henceforth, there's a clear contrast between early Christianity and present Christianity. Today's
definition of a Christian is a person who goes to Church. Christians then seek to bring people from
outside into the church to convert  them. Putting the horse  before  the cart.   There are  to be
converted by the Gospel message first, and then be baptised, before they become a part of the
Church. Not go to Church blindly, in a place of worship and fellowship, hear a sermon and then be
baptised. 

How can a person be brought into a place where people have fellowship together because they
worship  God, without believing first in the  Gospel of Jesus Christ?   The Biblical example is they
were converted as they heard the Gospel, and gave their life to God through faith in Jesus Christ.  

This places the emphasis on communinty not  God.  The importance to have the help and support
by being  part of a community. The Church has become more of a social environment for believers
and  non  believers  alike.  Where  the  word  of  God  is  intellectualised,  where  people  have  a
naturalistic, materialistic view. Hence, some have a form of godliness, but deny the very power
there of.  Either there's  a doubt of God doing anything spiritually supernatural  or  the belief in
spiritual  idiocy.   As  a  consequence,  many are  leaving  as  many are  joining.  Therefore,   out  of
desperation, the Church is conforming to the pattern of the world. Blending light with darkness to
accommodate worldlings. 

Hence, many are unconverted professing faith. Many have experienced the promptings of the Holy
Spirit.  Leading and assisting them to the word of God, concerning the truth. And only reacted
intellectually,  experiencing an intellectual  conversion.  Changing their  behaviour to reflect  what
they professed to believe. Without a change of heart, the sinful nature is expressed under the
guise of religion. Insecurities are magnified in hypocrisy, being a pretend believer. Developing a
critical spirit, while proud at heart of their own righteousness and good deeds. In their hearts there
is no compassion for the needy unless it's for their own selfish gain.  Spiritual  contemptment they
have for the truth, and those who seek and have it. They are impulsively driven for profection, and
not possessing righteousness by faith.  Allowing the overflow of God's grace to empower them
through His love to naturally live righteously. Hence, their Christian experience is unfruitful and
unsatisfying. Living a miserable, dull  and uninteresting life of internal  chaos. Filled with doubt,
unbelief and fear. They are still a slave to sin. Due to fear of death. Their hearts are without the
love of God. For  fear and love can't exist in the same place at the same time. Either you are
converted having God's love or not, living in fear.  1 John 4:18.  And through many injustices of
affliction, the heart is harden. Living with a sense of righteous indignation. Their heart is closed  to
experience the love of God. 

"Unless we control our words and tempers we are slaves to satan. We are in subjection to him, he
leads us captive. All jangling and unpleasent, impatient, threatful words are an offering presented
to his satanic majesty." Ellen G White

If we do not have the love of God we are nothing.  Our gifts, talents and skills  are nothing without
His love. Only God's love changes a person's heart. For only His love changes people. Paul says  we
should  then  examine  ourselves  if  we  be  in  the  faith  or  not,  lest  we  be  reprobates,  lawless
individuals. We can't ignore the issues of our hearts or else we will be self deceived. We need a
pure heart and a right spirit in us. For our hearts are impure because of sin. Christianity has to go
beyond  it  being just  psychological  as  though  it's  just  a  matter  of  perspective,  instead  of
experiential according to the word of God. Therefore, many give up their interest in God's word



altogether.  If we are to have a meaningful Christian experience we need to seek God with our all.
God help every single one of us, because without His love we wil perish in our sins.
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